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Hampshire County Information - 2011/12 Season
1. Introduction

This document proposes to provide useful information to parents and players to assist in understanding the Hampshire county selection process and associated travel / commitment requirements.
The information will continue to evolve and has been compiled from experiences gained over the past few seasons; but is in no way definitive. This is a revised version for 2011/12 season based on experiences gained over 3 seasons’ county participation.

The county trials, training and matches are in addition to Jersey’s Hampshire league commitments at U14, U15 & U16 age groups. The Academy will support county players in U15, U16, U17 & U18 (Youth) age groups

Hampshire RFU http://www.hampshirerugby.co.uk/ follow link to “county teams”. 

2. Selection for Trials

Each season David McCormack, the Rugby Development Officer (RDO) for Jersey, works with Head Coach, Ben Harvey and the Lead Coaches of the U15, 16 and Youth squads. They will observe the players in each age group and will liaise directly with the lead coach in each age group to ensure that players have an opportunity to present themselves for Hampshire County selection. The EPDP will be used to analyse and assess a players’ suitability for selection for county trials.

They also work with the coaches of the U14 squad to identify emerging players for the following season. The Academy believes that U14s should just concentrate on getting used to league rugby and due to financial implications and travel logistics, the year should be seen as a developmental year in preparation for County trials the following year. We support U15s as it's a foot in the door in preparation for the important year of U16 Representative Rugby with a pathway to England selection. the same applies to U17s, preparing them and maintaining a presence with Hampshire for Under 18s and again potential national recognition.
Jersey has traditionally only sent a few players from each age group, due to the cost and commitment involved, but there are now greater numbers of players who have the potential to play at county level. This is an indication of the overall standard of rugby in Jersey and looks likely to remain so for the foreseeable future. However, to ensure that Jersey only put forward players of the highest standard the selection criteria will be strict.

Internal selection will commence at the beginning of each season (September) based on performance from the previous season and EPDP evaluation. This selection process may be deferred until later in the current season dependant on when the trials take place for individual age groups. County selected players from the previous season are eligible to attend trials for the current season.

The final decision to promote players for county trials will rest with the RDO and Head Coach, Ben Harvey.                             

3. County Player Progression U13-U18
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The dates for trials and matches vary considerably between the age groups. At U16 level the county season is usually condensed during the first half of the season due to it being GCSE year.

4. Organisation
To assist with what is becoming a very important task, a small committee has been created. It Comprises:
	David McCormack (Chairman)
d.mccormack@gov.je
449766     07829 955123
	RDO Jersey



	Ben Harvey

Benharvey74@talktalk.net
07797 766595 
	JRFC Head Coach

	Kevin Lemasney
kevinlemasney@jerseymail.co.uk
07797 783457 
	JRFC Academy Chairman



	Claire Lowe

clairelowe@jerseymail.co.uk
07797 779401
	U15 Representative

	David Kaye (TBC)
	U16 Representative

	Marcus Cochrane

cochrane@jerseymail.co.uk
484822     07797 726468  
	U17 Representative and liaison representative to the Academy Committee



	Colin Huelin

colinh@jerseymail.co.uk

	U18 Representative




This group will meet to discuss organisational issues in particular. 

We will also work closely with Tim Allen, Director of Club Hampshire on getting the structure right. 
5. Responsibilities
Each Age Group Representative will:
· Confirm trial dates age group for the forthcoming season and liaise with age group parents and players

· Confirm with respective Hampshire team manager that we are able to send across the number of nominated players

· Inform player and parent of selection to go for trial and the travel claims system: dissemination of this paper

· Maintain accurate records of:

· dates of trials and attendees

· successful outcome of trials

· dates of all training sessions and matches: which selected players attended each session and where, etc

· Update County Co-ordinator of all travel undertaken at the end of each month (this information is important for insurance purposes and payment of additional funding at the end of the season)

· Collate all claims forms at the end of each month and forward to RDO for action and payment

· Disseminate match reports and photographs to various local media, and Academy webmaster, using the match report templates provided

· Remind parents of the need to gain school permission for any training/matches that require a leave of absence

· assist/coordinate with parents, in booking flights, travel, accommodation, etc

· foster relationship with Hants age group manager in terms of logistics for Jersey players and the need to know information asap for travel and financial reasons

Selected players will:

· ensure their fitness and skills are of the required standard to play county rugby

· attend all position related sessions in the EPDP

· conduct themselves in a manner commensurate with JRFC & Academy policies

Academy Committee Liaison Representative will:
· Liaise with all age group representatives and report progress to Academy Committee

· Advise Insurance Broker of all county travel undertaken at the end of each month

· Liaise with RDO as and when necessary

· Keep accurate records of ALL travel undertaken by ALL players throughout the season

General
For all enquires on how you might help the Hampshire selected players please contact either:- 
Marcus Cochrane

U17 County Representative and Academy Committee liaison representative

Tel: 484822

Mobile: 07797 726468

cochrane@jerseymail.co.uk
OR 

David McCormack
Rugby Development Officer for Jersey

Fort Regent

St Helier

JE4 8QJ
07829 955123
d.mccormack@gov.je
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7. Successful County Players

The number of fixtures for each age group can vary enormously. However, if selected, players can expect to commit to up to 16 off island trips (in addition to Jersey Hampshire league fixtures). These include:

· midweek training sessions; varies for different age groups but normally on a Wednesday or Thursday evening at 19.00 

· weekend matches normally on a Sunday

· additional holiday training sessions and county tournaments

· matches can be scheduled during school holidays

The benefits of midweek training are that players:

· get to know their other team mates (especially useful at U15 level)

· become familiar with other club grounds (not such an issue from U15 onwards)

· great opportunity to learn from new coaches and learn new playing patterns

· great confidence booster playing with team mates of similar ability and ambitions

· raise their profile with the coaches

The downsides to midweek training sessions are:

· usually require a nightstop in the UK

· time required off school (mid p.m. flt to UK, nightstop, return to Jersey following morning)

· additional expense

8. Travel
The majority of trips will be JER-SOU-JER as a lot of the training and trials are at Winchester RFC or at Eastleigh / Trojans RFC. Gatwick can also be useful especially as some of the games are around the London area. Various carriers are available but Flybe are probably the most favoured especially for Southampton flights.

When booking flights there are 2 options; 

· book online to obtain the internet rate (booking well in advance to secure the best price)

· no changes or refunds usually allowed

· can be cheaper than group rates

· book with Flybe groups department. This enables names to be given 5 working days before the flight and thus gives some flexibility. Limited changes can sometimes be made to flight times, changes of destination, etc.

· can be more expensive than booking online

· risky if booking in advance for x number of seats and then can’t fill all the places (injuries, change of match dates, etc)
Ground Transport
Trains are available from just outside Southampton Airport terminal (cross over the small bridge for trains to Winchester). Various companies operate services which run frequently to Winchester and are inexpensive. Prices are between £3-£7 for an adult return. Group discounts available. Matches that are further afield usually require a station change and can be lengthy.

http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/stations/SOU.html
http://www.southwesttrains.co.uk/SWTrains 
Taxi
· “Happy Cabs” provide an excellent and competitive taxi service in the Southampton airport area. Please note however, that as they are not the contracted Southampton airport taxi firm, it is important to pre-book. Telephone number is 02380651010 with their web site www.happycabs.biz  A return fare to Winchester is circa £36 weekdays and circa £56 on a Sunday but for a group of 6, this can work out more cost effective than car hire.
· Another reliable firm is run by a father and son operation who have been recommended by
Southampton FC. They also arrange alternative transport if they are booked. Contact: Mark 07768902666

Hire Car
Various companies have outlets in the Airport terminal but service on a Sunday morning can be disappointing if an early start is required. Pre-booking is recommended but shop around for the best price. Driving to Winchester is only about 20 mins but the ground can be difficult to find. Previous experience has shown that trains and taxis are a more convenient means of transport for Winchester. Car hire may be an option for matches further afield than Winchester.

Accommodation
The Premier Inn is a short walk from Southampton Airport arrivals. Rooms are about £65 per twin, breakfast is extra. They represent excellent value and are clean and comfortable. Evening meals are available in the small restaurant. Ensure you book the Airport location as there is also a Premier Inn in the city. 

http://www.premierinn.com/pti/dropdownSearch.do
Kit

Selected county players will be given Hampshire socks and a tie. Blue shorts are acceptable and match shirts will be issued on the day. Additional tracksuits, sweatshirts, etc can be purchased. A new supplier has been contracted; http://www.crouchandholdshops.com/userimages/procart18.htm Players will be given a password to be able to purchase items. 

Players are normally expected to travel in shirt and county tie, and attend after match meals in same.

9. Insurance

The Academy has arranged for county players to receive the same insurance coverage. County players are now covered under the same conditions as when playing and travelling for the Academy. This only covers the reciprocal health arrangements and does not cover for flight cancellations, personal insurance, etc. Specifically, it covers:

 

Medical or surgical treatment including specialists' fees;

Emergency dental treatment;

Emergency ophthalmic fees; 

Hospital;

Nursing home and nursing attendance charges;

Physiotherapy, massage & manipulative treatment (unless available free of charge);

Surgical and medical requisites;

Ambulance charges

Reasonable additional accommodation and repatriation expenses incurred, including costs of a close relative or Academy adult who has to remain or travel with the injured person;

Reasonable travel and accommodation expenses for 2 people to travel from Jersey if their presence with the injured \ ill person is necessary on medical grounds

Repatriation expenses incurred with the full consent and authorisation of Underwriters

 

In the event that a player needs medical treatment, they must contact CEGA Air Ambulance before treatment, details as follows:

CEGA Air Ambulance            Tel: +44 (0) 1243 621525
They will be asked for the following information:-

1. The policy number - which is GABT2060/0/09
2. The name and address of the broker - Tim Mitchell @ CCV Jersey  tel 01534 702700
3. The telephone number from which they are calling from.

4. The name and telephone number of the Doctor and Hospital
10. Expenses
Being selected for county honours can cost £thousands for a family. A parent usually accompanies the players when they travel and overnight stays are sometimes required, especially for mid-week training. The expenses apply to JRFC Academy and JRFC Youth players who achieve county or divisional representation during the current season. 

· The Sports Advisory Council assists with travel expenses:

· £50 per player per trip

· £50 per chaperone per trip

· The Academy will contribute £25 per player per trip. There is no ceiling on the number of trips per season. 
Payment

A simple system for the reimbursement of travel expenses is being developed. It is proposed that at the end of each month parents of those selected fill in the attached forms (Part A for claims from the Academy and Part B for claims from the Sports Advisory Council) and submit them with duplicate receipts to their Representative within 5 days of each month end. The Representative will ensure that each claim form has been completed properly and is accompanied by duplicate receipts. The forms plus receipts will then be submitted by your Representative to David McCormack who in turn will arrange for the JRFC Academy and the Sports Advisory Council to pay the agreed contribution within thirty working days of receipt of the authorised claim. Claims must be submitted at the end of each month for which travel occurred. Late submission of a claim will not be processed.
Claims for Chaperones

Claims for a chaperone (one per trip) should be submitted by covering letter at the same time as monthly claims are made (as above) and sent to David McCormack, detailing the date and destination of the trip, who travelled and to whom reimbursement should be made. Any player over the age of 17yrs cannot make a claim for chaperone.

11. Chaperone
Travel arrangements are conducted in similar fashion as if travelling and representing Jersey. However, a parent/s will normally accompany their son/daughter and therefore will be responsible for their welfare and conduct. If travelling as chaperone, the non-travelling parents will discharge responsibility for their children. This requires the chaperone to have medical and contact details to hand and also to accept responsibility for the duration of the trip. A disclaimer form is available for such occasions and must be completed before travel – see Appendix 2. Trips should be conducted in accordance with RFU and club recommendations, details of which can be found on the RFU website: http://www.rfu.com/ManagingRugby/RugbyTours/TourResourcesAndForms.aspx
http://www.rfu.com/ManagingRugby/SafeguardingChildren/WelfareOfYoungPeoplePolicyGuidance.aspx
Chaperones will not necessarily have completed a CRB check and therefore non-travelling parents should ensure that they are happy with arrangements and understandings. This is never usually a problem as players will have known each other for a period of time and will have played for Jersey on a number of occasions, thus developing an understanding of what is expected and acceptable. Parents will also be known to each other and will have developed a relationship over the years. Any parent who is not happy with arrangements will have to make their own travel arrangements as necessary.  

The chaperone may be male or female. They will:

· Take all reasonable steps to ensure the welfare and safety of players under their charge

· Deal with any medical situations under the advice of attending medical professionals

· Liaise with players’ parents for the above scenarios

· Shall not share accommodation with players unless they share a room solely with their children unless non-travelling parents consent to their child sharing with the chaperone
· Enforce behaviour and codes of conduct as a representative of Jersey Rugby Football Club Academy 

· Ensure they have consent and medical forms to hand

12. Donations

The Academy has been very fortunate to receive donations from The Strasser Jersey Foundation, Lutea Trust and an anonymous donor, to assist players and parents with travel costs. This money will be distributed at the end of the season between all county selected players (not for initial trials or out of season programs). Hardship cases may receive additional funding at the discretion of the committee on a case by case basis. Parents may make an application for such cases. 
13. Selected Hampshire Players for 2010 – 2011
	U15
	Jacob Carter, Zack Boakye-Yiadom, Matt Kaye,  Matthew Michel
	Selected
	4

	
	Samuel Lumborg, Thomas Sinel, Gareth Rees,
	Not selected
	3

	Girl’s U15
	Lauren Lowe
	Selected
	1

	U16
	Harry Cochrane, George Banks
	Selected
	2

	
	Luke Stratford, Dominic Mayo, Harrison Gollop, Nick Dawson
	Not selected
	4

	U17
	Luke Huelin, Chris Levesley, Charles Hubert, James Voss
	Selected
	4

	
	Nathan Pinel, Tom Seedhouse
	Not selected
	2

	U18
	Richard Sinel, Tim Corson, Aaron Young
	Selected
	3

	
	William Falle, Timothy Kearns, Aidan McGuire, Andrew Pitcher
	Not selected
	4

	14 out of 27 players selected for county honours





6. Procedures and Process for Age Group Representative
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